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 That’s when she felt the 
valve pop off her control. The 

flames spread into her chest, and 
just as she was beginning to lose 
consciousness, she straightened 
her arms, breaking the surface of 
the water. A funnel of fire shot 
out of her hands into the sky. 

Everything was illuminated. 

ISBN 978-1-4549-4777-6 PRINTED IN THE USA

$18.99 US / $24 .99 CAN

Every morning Laila Bansal wakes up before 
dawn—hours before her job at the family 
winery—and trains in hand-to-hand combat 
with her adopted aunts who, when not tending 
to their thriving vineyard, are immortal demons 
sworn to protect Laila’s mythological bloodline. 
Despite the whole “descendant of Draupadi” 
thing, Laila leads a peaceful, protected life. That 
is until Karan, the mysterious and gorgeous new 
archer in town, tries to cut off her head. Like 
Laila, Karan and his family are connected to the 
world of gods and demons. He’s on a mission 
to save his parents, but with him he brings an 
influx of immortal beings, and mortal ones—all 
of whom are ready to, you guessed it, destroy 
the world.

Nisha Sharma, a lifelong paranormal and 
fantasy fan, finally brings her hilarity and wit 
to the genres. She grew up with pop culture 
touchstones like Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 
Charmed, and Supernatural. Illusions of Fire
is her homage to those works—showcasing a 
powerful female protagonist with tremendous 
responsibility and expectations, simply trying 
to survive while delivering elite one-liners and 
falling in love with the wrong person. 

NISHA SHARMA is a YA and adult
contemporary romance writer living in the Philly 
suburbs with her Alaskan husband and a plethora 
of animals named after characters in literature. Her 
books have been included in best-of lists by the New 
York Times, Entertainment Weekly, Cosmopolitan, the
Washington Post, Time, and more. Before she left the 
corporate world, Nisha spearheaded DEI initiatives 
at billion-dollar companies. She has continued her 
advocacy work by fighting for marginalized authors 
in publishing. When she’s not writing about people 
of color experiencing radical joy or teaching about 
inclusivity, Nisha can be found hitting the books for 
her PhD in English and Social Justice. She often 
consults with her very proud parents on the stories 
in the Mahabharata, the epic poem upon which 
Illusions of Fire is inspired. You can find her online 
at Nisha-sharma.com or on TikTok and Instagram at 
@nishawrites.
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Eighteen is supposed to be the first year
of freedom—except when you’re a 
descendant of a mythological being 

raised by four demons.
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PLOT QUESTIONS

1.	 What is the book Laila Bansal reads obsessively? What are some of the parallels and similarities that she 
finds in the book to her own life? 

2.	 There are multiple monsters and mythical creatures that attack throughout Illusions of Fire. How do each 
of them test Laila both mentally and physically? 

3.	 South Asian mythology, specifically the Mahabharata, is critical to the foundation of Illusions of Fire. Who 
is Draupadi and who are the Pandavas? How are they connected to the characters in the novel? 

4.	 The game of dice is all about gambling with fate. What are some other moments in the story where Laila 
is gambling with her fate?

5.	 The tattoo marks the characters as players in a game that is about winning or losing the battle to end 
all of humanity. What do they mean and how do Boo and Karan also have a role in understanding the 
markings? 

6.	 There is a Deus Ex Machina moment. What is it and how does it change the trajectory of the story?

THEMES, SETTING AND SYMBOLISM QUESTIONS

7.	 Death is a theme in the story. How is it portrayed as both good and bad?

8.	 Destiny, as a theme, plays a big role in the story. What are Laila’s thoughts on destiny? What about 
Karan’s and Gopal’s? 

9.	 The weapon that Satyapal wields at the end of the novel is a symbol. What is it a symbol for? How is it 
used to incapacitate characters in the story?

10.	 The story takes place in upstate New York in a winery, an underground library, and in a training gym. 
What is the significance of all three locations in the story? 

11.	 Fire and water play critical roles in either empowering or suppressing characters. Name four different 
instances where these natural elements are tools for Laila.

12.	 Desire is also a theme in the story. Laila wants, Karan wants, Satyapal wants. How does desire influence 
the way they negotiate with fate?

CHARACTER QUESTIONS

13.	 Gopal is the mysterious hero on a motorcycle who comes to warn Laila. Do you think his role in the story 
is to help Laila or to stop Satyapal? Is there a world where he can accomplish both, or are his goals in 
conflict?

14.	 Satyapal is our dark villainous figure. What does he want, and how does he plan on achieving his goal? 

15.	 What does Laila want most in this world, and how is Karan’s presence in direct opposition with her wants 
and needs? 

16.	 Karan constantly wrestles with duty and his own needs. Do you think he picks one or the other in the 
story with his relationship to Laila?

17.	 Boo is the brainiac in the story, a very specific archetype, but she’s often afraid of stepping into battle. 
Why does Boo decide to help her cousin, and later, Laila? What is her driving force?

18.	 All the characters are incredibly young to experience both the trauma and the reality of fate and a war 
for humanity. 

For more information about the author please visit www.nisha-sharma.com


